Go Down Moses

Moderately Slow
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When Israel was in Egypt’s land, Let my people go, Oppressed so hard they could not stand, Let
my people go. Go down, Moses, ‘Way down in Egypt’s land, Tell oI’ Pharoah, let my people go.
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This song was a rallying anthem for escaped slaves before the American Civil War,
and published after 1862 as “Oh! Let My People Go.” The phrase “Go Down Moses”
describes events from Exodus in the Old Testament in which God commands Moses
to demand the release of the Israelites from bondage in Egypt. This slow and strong
melody is arranged as a call-and-response. This style from African music practices
allowed for improvisation, a most important element of the music. The melody is
heard alone and then combined with right hand chords Am and E7 and left hand
chord roots as well as block chords Am and Dm. The right hand requires three and
the left hand two different positions.

Preparatory Hand Positions:

G#
‘ ‘ ‘E ‘ ‘A‘B ‘ ‘ \ ‘ ‘D‘E ‘ ‘A‘
RH 1 3 4 H 1 2 4 5

LH 5 RH/ LH A positions
below mid.C above/below mid. C
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